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cap, that it now belongs essentially to the Queen of Scots, though it was Catherine who invented it when she went into mourning for Henri II.; but she could not wear it with such good effect as her daughter-in-law, to whom it was infinitely more becoming. And this was not the smallest of the grievances harbored by the Queen-mother against the young Queen.
"Does your Majesty mean that for a reproof?55 said Catherine, turning to her daughter-in-law.
" I owe respect, and should not dare------55 said the Scotchwoman meaningly, with a glance at Dayelle.
Between the two Queens the favorite waiting-woman stood like the figure-head on a fire-dog; an approving smile might cost her her life.
" How can I be as gay as you after losing the late King, and when I see my son's kingdom on the eve of a conflagration? 55
" Politics do not much concern women,55 replied Mary Stewart. " Besides, my uncles are there."
These two sentences, in the circumstances, were two poisoned arrows.
" Let us see our furs then,55 the Italian replied, " and so turn our minds to our own business, while your uncles settle that of the kingdom.55
" Oh, but we shall attend the Council, Madame; we are of more use there than you suppose.55
"We?55 said Catherine, with feigned astonishment. "I, for my part, do not know Latin!"
" You fancy me so learned? 55 said Mary Stewart, with a laugh. " Nay, Madame, I swear to you that at this moment I am studying in the hope of rivaling the Medici and of knowing some day how to heal the wounds of the country."
This sharp shaft pierced Catherine to the heart, for it was an allusion to the origin of the Medici, who were descended, as some said, from a leech, or, as others had it, from a rich drug merchant. She had no reply ready. Dayelle colored when her mistress looked to her for the applause which everybody, and even queens, expect from their inferiors when they have no better audience*